UN – NGO Working Group 

August 29, 2002

SAIC Conference Room 

I.     Attendees were welcomed  by Peggy Ritchie, Border Research & Technology Center (BRTC) 

Each member was asked to introduce themselves, and state their affiliation.  

Steve Gross, Border Trade Services


Mary Payne, Border Research and Technology Center (BRTC), recorder 

Heather Jenner, BRTC Intern

John Bott, BRTC, High Technology Criminal International Association 

Bill Baron, Volpe


Jeffrey McIllwain, San Diego State University (SDSU) 

Doug Smith, Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC)


Kenn Morris, www.crossborderbusiness.com
Peggy Ritchie, BRTC, International Community Corrections Association  

II. Minutes from previous meeting had been distributed via email for preview.  Hard copies were handed out this date for review.

III.    Objectives.  Review of agenda for this meeting.   

A.
Update from United Nations.  Peggy briefed the members on her talk before the United Nations Migration Conference and the upcoming presentation paper slides were handed out for the Non-Governmental Organization Annual Conference which will be held this September 2002.Please see attached ViewGraphs for further information.  

B.
Major goals & objectives.  The attached handout  “Working Group” includes the updates detailing the Strategic Plan, status, and goals.  Next meeting we need to discuss the purpose to continue meeting as a group?  “Where do we go from here?” 

C.
Heather Jenner Update on the Technology Compendium:  The Compendium will be out soon from NIC’s International Program and our input included for US State technologies on borders.  

D.
Dr. McIllwain is writing a book and gave an in-depth View Graph presentation of his  subject:   Traditional Criminalist Networks 

Since it is intellectual property, his presentation cannot be released.  

DELETED

Jeff McIllwain announced a class at SDSU which will be either November 19 or November 21, 2002.  The forum will be open to the entire community.  He invited all present to assist, attend and participate.

E.
Doug Smith:  SAIC (41,000 employees; $6 billion in business) 

Doug made a presentation of  the SAIC portable x-ray:  the RTR-4.  Customs is evaluating (they want a lower price:  currently $20k).  

[   ]  Note:  please see the View Graph Presentation attached.  

Members are invited to view the VACIS set up in the parking lot of SAIC at the conclusion of this meeting.  

Lunch arrived.  

F.
Steve Gross distributed the Border Trade Alliance Agenda for the Fall 2002 Conference, which will be held October 2nd  through 5th in San Diego.  For more details, please go to www.thebta.org 
G.
Bill Baron, updated the members about Volpe’s role in the Operation Safe Commerce supply chain analysis activity.  The put sensors on a container which left Slovakia late spring.  They expected it to go on a truck from the Slovokia to Hamburg.  But it was on a truck a little ways, and then was put onto a train.  It finally reached Hamburg.  They found out the electronic seal on the container door was opened by a worker.   

They also tracked it to Montreal,Canada and High Gate Springs, Vermont.  

What’s the next big thing?  So many other factors to consider, e.g., checks and balances:  certain governments do and others don’t.  

Conclusion:  if on a larger scale, they need to develop infrastructure for anywhere.  

General comments.  The only tool in the tool bag we now have is to STOP everything.  

If Border User Fees were tacked onto border – the revenue source gets used for something else to fund something else – then the money doesn’t come back for the original intent but goes into the general fund.  

H.
Kenn Morris provided handout:  Contact CBA.  

I.
Mary Payne gave the attendees a heads’up about the upcoming Tech Days II to be held October 29 & 30, 2002, at South Padre Island.  Further information will be provided when invitations are finalized.  

J.
Location and date for next meeting?  NOVEMBER 21, 2002, hopefully at SDSU (Jeff, please confirm)

K.
Meeting adjourned.  

L.
Field trip to view the Vehicle & Cargo Inspection System (VACIS) 

Depending upon whether their equipment is a mobile or stationary VACIS, it will take from about a minute and one-half to 30 seconds to scan a unit.  

The next meeting will be NOVEMBER 21 , 2002.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Jeff McIllwain’s presentation and comments not to be released in the minutes:  

We are so entrenched in “this” way.   If there is going to be a legitimate assessment, we must transcend either conservatives or liberals, coming from different perspectives and objectives.  

We need to, e.g., rethink trafficking.  Take Turkey; money is pumped in different forms.  The problem oriented approach is to get to the root cause.  

We need to be aware of the possibility of criminalizing everything.  The cost vs. benefits.  

